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In accordance with the instxuctions of Supt. 


Yamaguchi, V. Herper, who is at present under 
actention, was further questionea with regard to the 
return of money to persons victimized by him. 

After a lengthy interrogation Herper stated, 
that should he get in touch with a certain Mr. Chen, 


a banker, who owes him the sum of $42,000.00 commission 


A 2S lela eta t 2.78 


for houses sold, he would return every cent to his 
erstwhile clients. 

on the 12-9-42, Herper led the umdersigned 
and C.D.S. 545 to the "Dah Tsung" (X ¢ ) Bank, 501 
Honan Road, where the manager Mr. Chen Dah Tsung 
(ys as a was interviewed. However, upon arrival 


eaenaret-mage 


Herper changed his statement by saying that this Mr. 
Chen was not the one he meant, but that he thought 
that Mr. Chen might kmow another Mr. Chen who is the 
manager of a bank on the Bund. Mr. Chen on having 
been interviewed stated that he has never seen Herper 
before nor did he know another bank manager by the 


mame of Chen. 
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On having been further questioned Herper 
repeated his plea,stating that should he be granted 
three days* grace he would return the money without 
fail. 

Questioned as to how and where he wil] obtain 
the money he stated that his numerous former clients 


for whom he. found flats, shops, ete. ; during ‘the past 


8&8 months, still owe him, according to their agreements, 
the sum of $20,000.00. Should his efforts in this 
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SUBJECT: 
direction fail, he could borrow this amount of money or 


even a larger one, from his friends. 

All Herper's plans of obtaining money appcar to 
be very vague and there does not seem to be any truth in 
his statements. However, every opportunity is being 
offered him in an endeavour to straighten out his rather 
complicated financial affairs. 


ink 


Orficer ife Foreign Affairs, 
Cc. & S. Branch. : 
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SUBJECT: Fraudulent activities of Ve Herper, 
bh of the "A d_Co 


Mr. Valentin Herper, German Tews age 62, 
architect by profession, is the proprietor of the “Asia 
Land Co.," kocated at 587 Bubbling Well Road, Apt.300, 
with residence at 205 Hpute Winline, French Concession. 

Mr. Herper's activities first came to the 
Jay zx Ger flack notice of the S.M.P. at the beginning of July, 1942, 

in connection with his practice of demanding deposits of 


$200 to $500 from his prospective clients in return of 
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wo which he was issuing receipts which stipulated that 
cA ve 5 should he fail to find suitable premises (Apts, flats, 
2 
e 4a2 shops etc. in accordance with the clients requirements) 


at a date specified in the receipts, the money would be 


returned in full. 


Thus every person calling on Mr. Herper, in 


2 eens eet ar ce EI LUTE 


his capacity as rental agent, had to pay him a certain 


sum of money prior to any services having been rendered by 


the lattere It became tmowm that by adopting this bu- 


ete scaneansenetiammtaaemeen ns 


siness system Herper was collecting thausands of dollars 
monthly, which monies he was utilizing for speculation in 
real estate. Furthermore complaints have been received 


te the effect that when clients called at the Asia Land 
ee RR ta 


delaying payments under various pretexts. _ 

. So in July 1942 he was requested to attend 
olice Headquarters when ‘ie was strongly cautioned te 
mmediately discontinue the practice of demanding advance 


' 

i 

Co. in order to receive their deposits, Mr. Herper was 

. —- ¥ - 

eposits, as well as to re-pay all the money due to his - 

umerous clients. eae f° 
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V. Herper complied with the instructions received 
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SUBJECT: 


and paid out the approx. sum of $16,000 collected by him 


as depositse 
His subsequent busintss transactions, 


in 
connection with a house situated at 67/46 Yu Yuen Road, 
revealed that he reverted to his eriginal practice of 
demanding “suarantee deposits,” which, however, involved 
him in a number of fraudulent dealse 
As the result of exhaustive enquiries made 

the following particulars have been gleaneds- 

, On the 9-9-41 Mr. & Mrs. W. Kovacs, Spanish, 
rented a house located at 67/46 Yu Yuen Road from the 


Woo Foong Native Bank ( )}» 320 Ningpe Road at 


a monthly rental of 3350.00. The agreement was signed 
for the period of five years, with the following 
provision Smciuded in paragraph 3 (j) of the agreement:- 
“Not to assign, transfer, underlet or part 
with possession of the whole or any part 
ef the premises without the previous written 
consent of the Lessers (the Woo Foong Bank)" 
Mr. and Mrs Kovacs redecorated and furnished 


the house and a month Zater, on the 1-10-41, moved into 


“the premises. \ 


On the 7-4-42, one mamed Ew. Stoeri, merchant 
and the ex-Honourary Austrian Consul in Tokyo, who is 
an old friend of the Kovacs family, arrived in Shanghai 
from Tokyo and tcok up rooms in the Palace Hotel, 235 


Nanking Road. 2 
On the ‘8-7-42, Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs removed from 


their residence at &7/46 Yu Yuen Road and moved into an 
apartment ‘at 1465 Avenue Read, whilst Mr. Stoeri 


centinued to live at the Palace Hotel. 


; 
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On or about 23-8-42 Mr. Stoeri received a cable- 
gram from Tokyo requesting him to return without delay. 
On the same day Mr. Stoeri approached Mr. BE. Fieischer> 


Czechoslevakian, assistant manager of the Palace Hotel, 


3 
# 
4 
oI 


to introduce him to a real estate agent or a land broker 
as he, Stoeri, had a house which he would like to rent 
out or, if possible, “transfer™ the ownership of the 
premises and to sell the furniture for a total amomt 
of $250,000. 00." ; 

Having previously been acquainted with Mr. Herper, 
Mr. Fleischer summoned the former te the Palace Hotel 


where he made the introduction. 


eiaenmithie amhetnus Gia 


V. Herper was given the keys to the house, an 


inventory of the furniture, the sum of $6,250.00 as 


part commission and expense money, pilus a written 


authnerity, signed by Mr.. Stoeri, to either find a buyer 


for the house or to conclude a long term contract. (It 


has to be stated here that such an authority was actually | 
given to Hepper by Mr. Stoeri although the former is 
autte umaeble to recolieét as to where the document is 
at present)S An arrangement has further been made 
between the above two named parties that should Herper 
conclude any contracts with prospective clients, the 


contracts were to be sent by Herper to Mr. Stoeri, in 


wnt 


Tokye, who would choose the most likely candidate for 
the “transfer~ or lease of the house and give his final 
appregal. Should, however, in the meantime something 
urgent come up, in cenmectieon with the thouse, Herper 


, 


was to get in touch with Miss B. Costa, Portuguese, 
Se 


Fu. 2 
G. 850-1-41 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT 


= ee = 


SUBJECT: 


who is acting as private secretary to Mr.- Stoeri during 


his occasional steys in Shanghai. Mss Castais at 
present empleyed in an office at 9 wuai de France, rooms 
62-64. 

Ve. Herper's activities commenced immediately 
after Mr. Stoeri's denarture on the 25-7-42.By addvertis- 
ing in the“Shanghai Times" he received a number of 
visits from prospective clients who were desirous of 
renting the house at 76/46 Yu Yuen Road. 

Ve. Herper was not, however, much interested 
merely renting out the house, and was trying hard to 
find a suitable client who would accept the “transfer” 
“of the premises with the furniture fer $250,000.00 (this 


in accordance with Mr. Stoeri's instructions). During 


the first days of August 1942, Herper, allegedly, lLacated 


a Japanese,name and address unknown, whe was prepared to 
take cver the house with contents for $150,000.00, In 
accordance with a previous arrangement made Herper 
instructed Miss Cesta to cable Mr. Stoeri asking bis 
approvel to have the contract signed. A cablegrem was 
sent but no reply from Mr. Stoeri received. 

Herper's fraudulent activities cover the month 
of August 1942 and the particulars of persons victimized 
by = in connection with the “signing of contracts” 
and demand of monetasy “guarantees” on signing a lease 


for the premises at 67/46 Yu Yuen Road, areas followss— 


EFRSeSRAZAkys Russian, 1248/21 Rue. 
‘@> pa. HOO.00 on the 11-8-42. 


2) Mr. S. Uyei, Japanese, 356 Peking Road, and 


Mr. M. Yamaguchi, Japenese, 505 North 
Szechuen Road, paid ¥6,000.00 on 16-8-42. 
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k, Russian, 741 Rue Ratard, paid 


4) Mrs. T. 
~4,800.00 on F-8-42. 


4) Mr. C. Hirabayashi, Japanese, 25 Gokenbo, 
Pacan Road (7), paid $5,500.00 on 20-842. 


5) Mr. W. Te Lee, Chinese, Cathay Mansions, Rue 
Cardinal Mercier, room 112, paid $4,400.00 


: on ?-8-42. 
6) Mrs. Ge Samuel - Perpliess, German, 173 Rue 
Mayen, paid $6,000.00 on 25-8-42. 


7) Mr. G. Jovings Italian, 503 Dixwell Road, 
paid 92,400.00 on 28-8-42, Having learned 
however of Herper's “transactions™ Mr. 
Jovino threatened nim with the Police and 
was returned the sum of $2,000.00; the 
remaining ~400.00 are still outstanding. 

Thus, during the period of one month, Herper 


using the house in question as “bat", obtained from 


various persons the sum of $27,900.00 of which he, under 


pressure, returned only $2,000.00. * 
Acting on instructions reczcived from supte 


Yamaguchi, Officer ife Woreign affairs Section, Cc. & Se 


Branch, the_-undersigned arrested Herper, with the 


necessary assistance of the French PoFice, on the 


9-9-42 at 205 Rue Winlineg. 

x On having been interrogated in connection with 
the sabove transactions He rper freely admitted having 
ebtained the abtove sum of money from various clients and 
stated that the reason he was demanding a monetary 


“guarantee* was to safeguard himself in case the clients 
wanted to back out from their agreements. questioned 
as to what he did with the money he admitted having 
spent the whele amount in order to pay eff his most 
-pressing depts. ¥ : 

On further instructions received, Herper was 


detained in the Central Station Bending further deve lop- 
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The part played by Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs in connec- 


tion with the transfer of the house to Mr. Stoeri, in 


view of their agreement with the Woo Foong Bank, is not 
yet quite clear. The couple was interviewed by the 
undersigned on the 9-9-42 at their present residence 


at 67/46 Yu Yuen Road,. when they stated that Mr. 
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Steert is a very old friend of theirs and that Mrs. 


\ 
{ Kevacs owes him a large gum of money. On Stoeri's 


arrival in Shanghai he approached them with the 


| request to pay off the debt which Mrs. Kovacs was 4, 
| unable to do. After some deliéeration it was agreed 
that Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs would aliovw Mr. Stoeri to live 
| at 67/46 Yu Yuen Road during bis stay in Shanghai, 
thus paying off a small portion of iti debt. Mr. 
Stoeri agreed to the proposal and took possession of 
the keys to the house as well as wii the furniture, ’ { 
whilst Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs removed to 1465 Avenue Roads 
Mr. Stoeri, however, did not move into the 
house and, ac they only learned after his departure 
from Shanghai, engaged Herper to effcct a “transfer"® i 
of the premises. Learning of Herper'ts activities in ; 
connection with their house Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs approached 
Miss Costa and demanded that the keys to the house be 
taken from him and returned to them. Miss Costa cabled 
| Mr. Steeri re Herper's involved transactions and 
| weceived a reply withdrawing frem Herper all authority 
in connection with the premises in question. The keys. 
to the house were, subsequently, taken from Herper ana. 


returned to Mr. and Mrs. Kovacs who moved into the 
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premises om or about the 28-8-42. 


The portion of the above statement as to how Mr. 


Stoeri came into pessession of the houses does not 


_seem to be quite true as it appears doubtful that Mr. 


Stoeri would give Herper a written authority to “transfer 


or lease the premises without the sanction of Mr. & Mrse 


Kovacs whom he knew to have an agreement with the Woo 


Foong Bank. 

It is suspected that Mr. & Mrs. Kovacs; who knew 
wuthen well that they could not effect a “transfer” of 
the house in view of their agreement with the Bank » 
approached Mr. Stoeri and geve him the permission to 
Bell or rent the premisese Should the “transfer” have 
been successful, the money would haves undoubtedly, been 
divided between Mr.& Mrs. Kovacs, Mre- Stoeri and 
‘srobably the Woo Foong Banke 

In vier of Mr. Stoerits absence from Shanghai 
this thecry can not be verified. 

Whilst under detention, Herper stated that should 
he be given a three days* grace, he would be in the 
position to obtain money, from a certain Mr. Cheng 
(address unknovm) with which te re-pay all the persons 
he defrauded. 

On having Been asked to eluctéate, Herper - 


became very vague and it is believed that there is 


no truth in his statemente 


Officer ife Foreign Affairs- 
c. & Se Branche 
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SUBJECT: Subtract of Verbal Statements in connection , 
wi the house on Yu Yuen Road 


Mr. Kovacs states that according to a contract 
Signed 9/9/41, effective from 1/10/41, the house No. 46, 
Lane 67, Yu Yuen Road, has been leased by him for a 


period of 5 years at a rent of $550.00 per calender 
te Aaa renGed month. 


Mr. Storei, now in Japan, and Mr. Kovacs have had 
ee “4, 47> gome money transaction in which Mr. Kavacs became - 
Vntanttied . x E 


be ati indebted to Mr. Storei and was at that time unable to 
Kaeo Ms gs Wa 
Crecces ace ¥ C-«*| vepay him. He then offered Mr. Storei, at that time 
ed wt Bdnwst ¥ 2 
ii tela y Rav u%.living in 35-4 rooms in the Palace Hotel to a wery high 
A Ao Zlie 


Ane ant @n¥enr pent, to move into the house on Yu Yuen Road and to_ ,4 


take over the furnitures ana everything in the house 
co Teal Chea. against his promise to pay the monthly rent. 
Unfortunately Mr. Storei was ocslled back to Japan 


on important business, so Mr. Kovacs thought the keys 


reff ot | in possession of Miss*Costa, the secretary of Mr.Storei, 
Ree ; but never dreamed that the "Asia Land Co." wag involved. 
V9G2 Mr. Herper (Asia Land Co.) — As Mr. Storei haa 


\ 

' 

| been living at the Palace Hotel, he came to know the 

| General ManagerMr. Pleicher (the guarantor for Mr.Xovacs 


; 0m the contract signed), when Mr. Storei left for Japan 
he was willing to depart with the house but consulted 
Mr. Pleicher as to if he knew a reliable man whom he 
could trust to act as a broker to re-lease the premises 
with a view that the interested party shoulda take over 
the house and purehase oll contents as is, and Mr. 

|. Herper was thus recommended and given the necess-ry 


authority, this eutherity dces not give him any right | 


- 
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SUBJECT: 
to rent the house to enyone (this according to 4 letter 


a@ated August 20th., 1942, signed B. Costa for Mr. EB. 


Storei. ) ' 

Miss B. Coste, Mr. Storei's secretary, states that 
the house and ail its contents belong to Mr. store1 and 
that he purchssea same with the view of establishing a 


boarding house on the premises with Mr. Kovacs in charges 


This is said to have been done only as a favour to Mr. 
Kovacs, as he and Mr. Storei were the same nationality 
(Mr. Kovacs now Spanish citizen). Confidentiaily she 
states that an agreement exists between Mr. Storei and 
Mr. Kovacs to the effect that the latter has no claim 
on the house or to any thing of its contents. 

ur. Herper has now promised to arrange it in such 
a way that the prospective Japanese owner will be 
estabiished on the first ficor of the house which holds 
five rooms, and then arrange with them to allow Mr. . 
EKrassowsky to cecupy the ground floor 5 rooms. whether 
Mr. Kovacs will agree to this or not is es matter they 


j le ats 
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ean settle between themselves. 


Officer ife Foreign Affairs, 
Crime & Special Branch 
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SUBJECT: whe «asia Land Go. ¢ 
The msBiu Land Cc. is situated at 587 Bubblinys veil 
Road, Apt. 302 (s#scot Apt.). ie 

approximately two montns ago mr. V.V. Ihras sovsiveie.;! 
employed at the S.M.C. Rice Office, consulted with the 3 


above-mentioned Co. as how to obtain a 3-4 room house or 
apartment; upon payment of $200 as deposit, the company 
undertook this task and verbally promise@a in the shortest 
oeasiad of time to locate a suitzxboie place for hin. 
#irstliy, iir. Herper, the Manager of asia Land Coe, 
directed his client to 16 Duovai apt., which by the way 
is occupied by mr. Moessler, Germun citizen, Stating that 
this apartment would Ge vwacant in a few days. Upon 
enquiries, Mr. Krassoavsky learnt that Mr. Moessler never 


had had any intention of.vacating his apartment. Tow 
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he pleaded with itr, Herper to find him a suitable place 
to Live in as he had already lcft Nis former Heuse and i 
Was at present stayin: with some friends. P : 
after many apologies lir. Herper said ne had three 
more places tc @Gispose of, but upon enquiries it became 
imown that one was already occupied, another was a 
filthy Chinese house expected to be vacant on 15th. Sept. . 


and at the third place the watchman refused tc let them 


in (apparently he imew mr. Herper). 


Mir. iiwassowsky was by now very disgusted with the 


whole affair; but when Asia Land Go. offered to pay the 

deposit money back, he refused, as the main point for him 

was to get an apartment or a house as was promised him. 
for some time nothing was heard of the Asia Land Co: 


but one day a telephone cali cane through from Hr.Herper 
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SUBJECT: 
and he had now succeeded in obtaining a very good house 
at 67/46 Yu Yuen toad, and mr. Krassowsky also found 


this very suitable even if the rent should be $606. 


ir. Herper promised to have this place renovated so it 


LNs n 


could be ready till 25/8/42. «a prowisional agreement 
“Jas Signed to that effect, but mr. Herper saw it necessary: 
to send this agreement to the German Consul-General, who’ 
was said to be in tokys, in order to reach his approval. 

This took place on the 11/8/42, ur. ressowaky now feeling 
very sure in gettin; « house waited for over a week, but 

as he did not hear anything from tir. Herper, he called on 


him at the office. Now he learnt that Mir. Herper on 


behalf of — German Consul-General was expecting to 
receive $130,000.00 ¥ as payment for the Nouse on Yu Yuen 
‘oad, and until then he would be unable to do anything in 
the matter (this seems wery strange that the German 


Consul-General should have any relations with br. Herper 


| 
who is a German Jew, refugee.). i 
.On lionday 24th. ir. Krassovwsky desperately Gesired | 
a definite decision in the matter, so I escorted him, 
umofficial,to the office of Asia Land Co. Upon ae ee | 
the office we met Danimannis, former S.li.P. employee who | 
is now attached to mr. -Herper's office as interpreter but 
is apparently aAso assisting him with "legal" RAT CES | 


* After a long conversation they finally “sgrecd to. 


make aut a’ statement, to be signed by ire. Herper in shich ¥ 
they éontinn that Asia Land Co. have sent a Le : 
Mr. EB. Stoeri, Austrian Consul-General at present in 
=e requesting —. to SEproye of Mr. bese: 
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; SUBJECT: 
sy four or five days, they are to show the content to him. 


Apparently Mr. Herper is now completely ignoring 
the existence of the Japanese citizen who intended to 
bug the house. Likewise he talks about the Austrian 


and German Consul-General as one person and do not 


ARERR SS 30 be ir nea 48s seats 


hnesitate to write their names on statements signed by 
ie 


’ 


Hime wr. Herper do not seem to realise that no sustrian 


eAs08 94 


Sonsulate has existed since 1997. 
although this is a civil case and not fcr the 
Police, 1 think it is advisable to have investigation 
‘4 imade in these matters, because it can be taken for 


Granted that Mr. Krassowsiy is only one out of many 


victims. 
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REPORT 


SUBJECT: Valentin Herper of the ‘Asie Lena Cco,*. 


Purther to reports appearing in the attached 
file Ko. 1101 regarding the activities of V. Herper 
of the Asia Land Company, enquiries go to show that 
this individual is still operating the above company, 


Reirey Mee : at room 301, 587 Bubbiing Well Road, and that contrary 
ae , ' to previous reports his advertisements are accepted 
p Lateh ¢ for publication by the Shanghai Times, the Sin Wan 


Pao and other newspapers. —~ - 
Ple-tero ang Blom . 

J Enquiries at the Offices of the Asia Land 
Soft 


Company by persons ostensibly seeking a flat with 


@ view of ascertaining the present modus operandi 
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show that a deposit of C.R.B. $200.00 is taken from 


& the prospective clients before any information is 
Ws 7 supplied regarding the leasing of resets 

a: 4 It is hardly necessary to repeat that the: 
a4 wesaek of collecting the deposit, before any sérvice 
bl 38 


is given, is to retain same whatever the excuse may — 
be; one of the most’ popular excuses btveing employed is 
that the cliemt cannot blame the agency for any 
unsuccessful deal and that expenses of maintaining 
the agency are heavy. — 
One of Berper's recent victims is reported to 
be a certain Mrs. Yang, wife of a Chinese banker 
presently residing at 147, Apt. 7, Rue Paul Henry, 


French Concession, whom it is alleged Herper: had 


defrauded of $6,000.00, however, no legal action was 


INDEXED BY 
(3.2.) REGISTRY 


pate /2/. 6 / 


taken by the complainant who is a well known lecal 


resident and prokaeliy decided to let the matter stand 
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SUBJECT: 
for reasons of publicity. 


It should be recalied that Merper on account of his 


WN MEA Rtn empties nays some’ 


illegal activities was ordered to leave the French 
Concession with the result that he liquidated his agency 
then located at 207 Route Winling, French Concession, 
and in partnership with one Kirstein, another refugee, 


Om TON UES S40 


established a new concerm under the name of the “Aeia 

and Company® at Apt. 53, 778 Bubbling Well Road. 
From this last given address in a comparatively 

short period he shifted his scene of activities to 


re RPE RENE NH 


Apt. B. 1, 934 Bubbling Well Road then to Room 201, 
587 Bubbling Well Road and finally to his present 
address at Room 301. in the same building. 


te mena LAE 


Further enquiries indicate that the majority of 
fcreign operators of the local real estate agencies 


and even Chinese have signed their names on the 


warning to the public regarding the' activities of the 
Asia Land Company. This warning was previously 
published in the “Shanghaier Morgenpost*. 

The fact that this warning was not motivated by 
professional jealousy is borneout by the different 
methods employed by all cther agencies, with « view 
ef securing commission, to that of Herper's agency. 
There is little doubt tkat the unusual method employed 
by the Asia Land Company of collecking money before any 
service is rendered reflects to a certain extent on the / 
reputation of 211 other agencies and considerably 
reduces their scope of business. 
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It bas been established that a number of clients 
prefer to Leave their deposits im the bends of Mr. 
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SUBJECT: 

Herper rather than go to the trouble md expense of 
engaging a lawyer to present their case in Court. 

Herper has been warned by the Police on December 

16, 1941, to desist practising his nefarious business 
with the result so far no affair of big proportion has 
been reported, however, a number of smalier matters 
imvolving sums of between $200-900 . and $400.00 have 
been settled betwees him and his clients; the victims 
being reluctant to take legal action. 2 
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REPORT 


Subject (in full )... complaint against Asia Land Company, APt. 


_ BUpbhamg Wed L. ROA oi cee cee ence cece cee cece cece reetty rence tereetente seen nme an anes eneneseeeaeans 
Forwarded by....GaDeIo-.Me.-WMemob0.........----------------- Rrcwmencsain ts 


Made by.-.Re S....Saito _. 


Acting upon instructions from C.D.I. M,. Umemoto, 
on the afternoon of December 16, 1941, I interviewee 
Valentin Herper of the Asia Land Company and his 
partner Kirstein and warned them that the police will 


take strong action if they continue to do crooked 


business, 


Dp. C. (Crime and Special Branch), 


. 
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SECTION A. 


SPECIALIST FOR REIN- 

FORCED CONCRETE, 

MUILDING EXPERT FOR 

APARTMENTS, OFFICES, 
SHOPS. 


SECTION B. 
AGENCY FOR HOUSES. 
APARTMENTS, FLATS 
& KOOMS. BUYING & 
SELLING OF HOUSES & 

LAND. 


SECTION C. 
CARETAKING OF HOUS- 


ES. APARTMENTS AND 
LAND. 


i SECTION D. 


PERMITPLANS. CON- 
STRUCTIONS. DESIGNS. 


SECTION E. 
LETTING OF HOUSES, 
APARTMENTS, FLATS & 
SHOPS FREE OF CHARGE 

FOR THE OWNER. 


1ST FLOOR (LIFT) 


MEDHURST APARTMENTS 
Office Hours 10-12, 2-4 


Mr./Mrs. 


934, BUBBLING WELL’ ROAD 


APT.B.1. TEL.33683 


General-Mar.ager: 
ARCHITECT HERPER 
Personal Office Hours: 3-4 P.M. ° 


Tel. 33683 
Telegrams: 
“ASIALAND, SHANGHAI" 


Shanghai, 
Wishes: 


I herewith pay to the ‘“‘Asia Land Co.” the sum of 


28S deposit for a commissicn 


for an apartment/house/shop, the amount of which is one 
month rent; it does not matter, whether the apartments/ 


houses/shops shown to me by the ‘“‘Asia Landa Co.’”’ have been 


advertised before by other agencies. 
Should the “Asia Land Co.’’ fail in getting me an 
apartment/house/shop, according to my wishes up to............ 


the 


company will refund the atove 


mentioned deposit without interest on that date. 


Upon signing a lease, balance of the commissicn 
falls due and is payable immediately. 


Signed: 


“*Asia Land Co.’”’ 
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REPORT _ 


SUBJECT: Valentin HERPER - Letter from Real Estate 


 Brockers ecemplsaining abeut business methods of - 


Attached is a letter of complaint from various 
real estate brockers, and a Police report submitted by 
D.S.I. Pitts on September 11, 1941, which reveals tue 
antecedents and business methods of "architect Herper* 


; head of the "ssta Land Company” at Apartment 53, 778, 


Bubbling Welk Roa®tl. As can be seen by the report 
Valentin HERFER and his partner KIRSTEIN sre nothing 


| put « team of ordinary swindlera making a living by 


defrauding peopSe who entrust this "firm" with the 


gearch for Offices and Apartments. 
With reference to the attached letter signed 


by representatives of six German Jewish refugee and three 
Chinese real estate firms, complaining about the methods 


of the “sein Tend Company", ali the signatories have been 


called to this office and told that the Police is 


_ keeping an eye on Valentin Herper’s activities, and would 


take the customary steps if and wher a compiainant will 
come forward who has a foolproof case against Herper and 
is willing to prosecute in the usual manner. The 


representatives of the complaining firms were asked to 
aa a - 


veter future omer ate to the Police. 
rt was learned that the Worth-Chins Daily Vews, 


‘The ‘Jewish (ronicie. and the Sin Ven Pac, are. now refu-_ 
sing. te accept eivértisenests. from ‘Hexper, and it is : 


y thought that» this. will considerably reduce the scepe of 


z activities.” a 
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Seceial Branch. 0 +/ Decenver 6, 164le 


Yricntin WeRSGR = Letter from teal wetete 


Brockers caaplnining about business siethoda of 


Attached is a letter of combiaint fron vortious 
real estate drockers, and s rolice report sunmittec wy 
De3eLe iitts on september 11, Leiil, which reveals the 
antecedents nnd business ssetheds of “Architect Herper”™ 
hesa ef tne *Asia Land Company®" St Avartinent 53, 77&.- 
Bubbling: jell Road. 48g can be seen by thie report 
Valentin HansaKh and nie partwer LIRSTEIN are nothing 
but a team of ordinary swindlers making a living by 
defrauding pecopije who entrust this “firm” with the 
search for Cffices and Apartments. 

with reference to the attached letter sigred 
by representatives of six Germen Jewish refugee anc three 
Chinese real estate firms, compiaining about the methods 
of the "Asia Land Comyany", all the signatories have been 
Called to this office anc teid that the Police is 
keeping an eye on Valentin Herrer’s activities, and vould 
take tiie customary steps if and when a complainant will 
come forward who has e fooiproet case against Herper and 
is wiliing to ;rosecute in the usuel matinere The 
representatives of the complaining firma were asked to i 
refer future complaints to the Police. 

it was iearned that the North-China Daily Hews, 
The Jewish Chronicle and the Sin Wan Fac, are now refue_ ; 
aing, to accept advertisements from erper, and it is i 
thought thst this wiil considerebiy reduce the seope of | 
his crocecked activities. , | 
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SECTION A. 
SPECIALIST FOR REIN- 
FORCED CONCRETE. 
BUILDING EXPERT FOR 
APARTMENTS, OFFICES. 

SHOPS. 


SECTION _B. 
AGENCY FOR HOUSES. 
APAKTMENTS,. FLATS 
& ROOMS. BUYING & 
SELLING OF HOUSES & 

LAND. 


SECTION C. 
CARETAKING OF HOUS- 
ES, APARTMENTS AND 

LAND. 


SECTION D. 


PERMITPLANS. CON- 
STRUCTIONS, DESIGNS. 


SECTION _ FE. 
LETTING OF HOUSES. 
APARTMENTS. FLATS & 
SHOPS FREE OF CHARGE 

FOR THE OWNER. 


2 gg Say’ 
a 


1ST FLOOR <LIFT> 


934, BUBBLING WELL’ ROAD 


APT.B.1. TEL.33683 
MEDHURST APARTMENTS 
Office Hours 10-12, 2-4 


General-Manager: 
ARCHITECT HERPER 
Personal Office Hours: 3-4 P.M. 


Tel. 33683 
Telegrams: 
“ASIALAND, SHANGHAI" 


Shanghai, 


Mr./Mrs.. Wishes: 


I herewith pay to the ‘‘Asia Land Co.’’ the sum of 
as Cceposit for a commission 


for an apartment/house/shop, the amount of which is one 
month rent; it does not matter, whether the apartments/ 


houses/shops shown to me by the ‘‘Asta Land Co.’’ have been 


advertised before by other agencies. 
Should the “Asia Land Co.’’ fail in getting me an 


apartment/house/shop, according to my wishes up to............ 
» the company will refund the above 


Mentioned deposit without interest on that date. 


Upon signing a lease, balance of the commission 


falis due and is payables immediately. 


Signed: *“*‘Asia Land Co.’’ 


- Shenghai, Nov. 28th. 1941 
20 "one 
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? 5 REPORT 


~-..-- Special Brancn............... Station. File No...------.--------------- Date....September..11,...1941. 


Car SUBJECT: 


Valentin HERPER, German Jewish refugee. 


wy COATS: 
— > = 


<b co ae Valentin HERPER, German Jewish refugee 
e Foi» jog, =) born at Polzin on April 24, 1880, arrived in 
Or or& / Shanghai from Europe in the sa. Usaramo on June : 
nia 28, 1939. He is in possession of German passport 
pep J. H 72/39 issued in Stettin on April 21, 1939 


and I.C. Identification Card No. 8698. 
\ ~° aH 


FR 


s . je : He claims to be an architect and states 
> of /s'p 
f= an 23 / that he studied architecture at the Stettin Bauge- 
. = fe em 
% et ge werkschule, but he holds no degree or diploma end, 


Crime ANS. 


: 

| 

according to enquiries madgw in Shanghai, it is : 

very doubtful whether he can read a plan. | 

i 

In Jume 1940, when residing at 207 Route ; 

Winling, HERPER applied to the Frenck Municipal | 

Council for permission to operate an office in his 

residence as an agency for pertain te and building- | 

plans. The requisite permission was eventually | 

granted. i 

On his note-paper which was styled 

*“ARCHITECT V. HERPER,” his activities were divided | 

into four sections, viz: : 

- A) Specialist for reinforced concrete building, | 

expert for apartments, offices, shops. | 

B) Agency for Houses, apartments, flats and rooms, 

buying and selling of houses and land. 

c) Caretaking of houses, apartments and land. } 

D) Permitpians, constructions, designs. 

In reality, however, his only activities : 

were those of finding empty apartments and then | 

locating ‘tenants for such apartments. He had 

advertigements inserted in the local foreisn press 


along these lines and was able to carry out some 


23 
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SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


REPORT 


SUBJECT: 


ten to a dozen transactions each month. In order 
to offset his expenses HERPER was in the habit 

of asking his sabisfie@ clients the value of one 
month’s rent on the new apartment, a sum to ber 
paid by the incoming tenant. He claimed that he 
_was not interested in matters relating to key~money, 


a point that had to be settled between the incoming 


tenant and the outgoing tenant. 


When a client solicited HERPER'S 


assistance in securing a flet, HERPER stipulated 
7 that in the event of his being unable to meet the 
client's needs, his services were to be reimbursed 


in accordance with the expenses in which he had been 


y 
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involved. In certain instances, however, he has 
stated that he would refund the initial deposit 

Lr vy 
money in full in the event of his Seine Sle to 


ntemtaaesenesoneeave-aa ester 


find a flat or apartment for a client and it is 

in this connection that many complaints have been 

made about him. 

There is no doubt he has made numerous 

dupes of persons who have made deposits with him 

as fees for his finding them flats, ete. When he 

has been unsuccessful in his efforts he has, at 

times, refused to return the deposigs on the score 

that his expenses have been heavy and though it is 

known that he has settled many similar matters as a 
, result of being threatened by the depositors that 

they would denounce him to the Police and have him 

charged, there are several instances in which the 


depositors - well-known local residents - have 
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SUBJECT: Z3 Z 


preferred to leave,say, sums of between $100 up 
to $400 in HERPER*S hands rather than go to the 
trouble and bother and expense of engaging a lawyer 
to present their case in courte 

He thus defrauded Dre VIDAL of US$50 
(he later paid back $8$20), US$50 and US$100 from 
Medames LUNGANI and LACHMAN (84 Washington Apartments) 
and US$100 from Madame ZENG, 12 Rue Delastre. Other 
persons who have been defrauded are known to this 
office but they prefer not to have their names 
mentioned as they intend to regard their experience 
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as a costly lesson and forget about ite 

AS a result of a piece of gross 
impudence affecting the lease of a house leased by 
a French member of the French Police Foree, HERPERs 
in Sulys 1943 was, in so many words, instructed to 
wacate the French Concession and on August 1, he 
moved to Apartment 53, 778 Bubbling Weil Road where» 
in partnetship with one KIRSTEIN, another refugees 
he began busines# on the same lines under the name 
of “Asia Land Company.-* 

He atill advertises in the local 
“press under the name of “Asia Land Company” and his 
modus operandi is almost similar to that practised 
previously. Thus, say @ victim deposits $200 with 
‘this concern for a flat to be found 2nd nothing 
is located, it is the invariable custom with HERPER 
that he will procrastinate as long as possible over 


the return of the deposit, stating that this and 
thet cost him money when. trying to find the flat 


that now he has no return for his services. . And 
sane a i a a oss 


and 
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go the matter drags along until the victim os 
in most cases - charges the episode to experience 
and HERPER pockets the money. 

On the other hand, however, it must 


be admitted that HERPER has, on very many occasions, 


found flats, houses and apartments for tenants 
and in many instances these clients have been 
extremely satisfied. When one takes into consid- 
eration the difficulty in finding accomodation these 
days, it is doubtful whether anything harsh can be 
said against a man who charges one month's rent 
when he completes his task in a successful mannere 
Neverthelesga, despite his advanced 
ege, HERPER is a mam of extremely doubtful morals 
whose impudence is without limite Although no 
affair of big proportions has come to the ears of 
this office, there is no doubt that a number of 
smaller matters have been settled between HERPER 
and his clients after the former had previously 
shown reluctance to return the deposit, but in 
the majority of these cases the victims prefer 


to do nothing. Z vwo7 


A.C. (Special Branch). 
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Shanghai, Augyst 5rd. 1941 


To the 
Shangtjai Minicipnale Police-Headqvuer ters 


Shanghai 


It may be of greatest interest to the Police to know what a big 
crook under a new name of " Asia Land Co. " 778 Bubbling-Well 
Apt. 53 is seeking refuge there in one furnished room after 
having swindled now for over one year all kinds of money out of 
the public ny» till now under his real name " Architect Eerper” 
207 Route Winling(French Concession). 


The French Polcie, they know hgm only too well. 


He is pretending always in his advertisements in the North China 
Vaily Wews to have all kinds of apartments and houses etc. for 
rent at cheep prices asking of his applicants first of alla 
considerable advance vayment before showing any apartment or 
house which in most cases he never has. By putting a sharp eye 
on him you certainly will be able to prevent that more damage 
will be inflicted upon the Shanghai people and probably you will 
succeed in putting this crook there where he belongs to. 


It may be important for yo: to know, that he calis himself an 
Architect which he never was in al] his life, but he has done 
this and all kinds of crooked business already in his town in 
Germany where he comes from and he was punished there to serve 
many years in prison for his dealings. 


Faithfully yours 
an old Shanghailander 


ne ae a 


Ste ba Tabearcta ut et 


Sowranarccata dba ZILA 


oetvane 


> . 
-— oo 
e . 
SASSOON HOUSE 
“SHANGHAI. 


Cames: “ICYGRAM™ 


PrP. Oo. BOX 2140 
TELEPHONE 16637 


Ne. 17 6-41 1500 


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 
ORGANIZATION OF EVROPEAN IMMIGRANTS 
IN CHINA 


August 19, 1941. 


SHANGHAI, 


Dr.F/GR. 


F. A. Pitts, Esq., 
Special Branch, SMP., 


S HAN GHAI, 


Dear Mr. Pitts: 
We herewith beg to 


hand you the translation of a letter dated 
August 16, 1941, received from the Asia Land Co., 
778 Bubbling Well Road, 5th floor, Apt. 53, 


res the case of Mr. Geza Szabo vse Architect 


Valentin Herper. 
Yo sincerely, 


nm. fe ry. 
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5th 


REGISTERED 


eid 
ei.C.* Komor, 
Conciliation Board, 
Sassoon House, 


Be: Dre¥/uu 
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ASIA LAND CO 
778 Bubbli 


slation. 


“fell Rosa, 
fliocor, Apt. 53, Tei. 37138 


Shanghai, Aucust 16, 1341. 


We acknowledze receizst of your registered letter of 

the 15th inst. and are ve much astonished that Mr. Ssabo sath 

‘. turms’ to you in a pure business mattey the settlement of which 
\ mast be left to us entirely. 


Sh 


‘ We quite energetically refuse Our ex.ression "very 
— imcident which allows no de ay". As to the matter 


\ dteel? we stete: 


Mr. Szabo hes mado an agreement with us thet expired 


om\Jume 1. dr. Szabo did not consider it necessary to come 
to eur office for the repayment of his. deposit. After 


we bia not have the 


ing a new 3s 
slishtest possibility of asking Mr. Bsado 


to fetoah his aerosit. 


We gather from your letter that tir. Szabo has civen you 
@ fully faise declaration that is »artly offending to us. 


Our Mr. Kirstein has alre SOEmMnRi cated te. you by 


Dhone that the firm "Architect reer” has been t 


the "Asia Land Co.". 


©®n over 
Mr. Kirstein has furthermore asked your 


. to induce Mr. Ssabo to come to cur office where he Sets his 


deposit » the receipt 


cf which he mst personally &cknowledce, 


after returnigg the durlicate of the corntract, 


We hove to have 
and expect no more i= 


hexeby made the matter sufficientl cles 
terference from your Side in this Cutten, 


Yours faithfully, 
48Ta Lasp co, 
(sa.) Herper (sd. ) Kirstein 


RBRERIIE Hamiarcn ‘seston 


